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ABSTRACT

Spring in Moo Ban Tha Ma Dua is the unique habitat whose water supply is from
underground stream sprung up above ground nearly all year round. The vegetation found is still
a prime condition and no botanical inventory has been accounted yet. Furthermore, more
interest on conservation of wetland in Thailand has been increased since the Ramsar
convention. Thus, the present study has an objective to investigate vascular plants in this area.
The survey and collection had vascular plants were carried out from October 2001 to
September 2002. In total, 221 number, accounting for 110 species, 3 subspecies and 7
varieties were identified, belonging to 93 genera, 47 families. Of all, 17 are ferns and 93 are
flowering plants. Among Fern family, Polypodiaceae is the richest in number of species, i.e. 5
species in 4 genera. In Flowering plants, Orchidaceae is the richest in number of species, i.e.
23 species in 18 genera. The second richest are in Rubiaceae and Fabaceae 5 species in 5
genera each, and Asclepiadaceae 5 species in 2 genera. Another 14 families, 2-4 species were
found in each while the rest 29 families, only 1 species were found each. The common species
of vascular plants in this area are Pandanus unicornutus St.John, Lasia spinosa (L.) Thw.,
Glochidion littorale Blume, Calamus sp. and Salacca sp. Boesenbergia siamensis (Gagnep.) P.
Sirirugsa, the endemic species to Thailand, was also found in the area. The comparison
between spring in Moo Ban Tha Ma Dua and wetland area found 13 species in common. The
rest are different which may be due, in part, to vegetation, climatic and edaphic factors. Colour
photographs and the voucher specimens are deposited at Prof. Kasin Suvatabhandhu

Herbarium, Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University.



